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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 
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www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

I hope you have all had a successful 
season with your fruit, flowers and vegetables. 
Our three-year-old plum tree went into 
overload this year. It was so laden with plums 
Sean supported the branches with boxes. The 
bonus also was they tasted delicious.  

The weather has changed dramatically, and I 
feel the smell of autumn in the air. 

Unfortunately, it does not look as though there 
will be any improvement in our hope of holding 
our normal meetings until at the best early next 
year. 

As you are aware the committee thought the 
best way for us to stay in touch with all our 
members was by the Newsletter. I am sure you 
will have noticed it has more content than 
before. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Derek Tilney for working so hard for 
adding the extra content and Alison Goodall for 

taking the extra work in her stride and 
presenting the Newsletter in such excellent 
format. To all members of the garden club who 
have contributed thank you. Lastly but not least, 
thank you to our expert Keith for his continued 
support. 

The other good news I must share is that my 
bantams that I hatched have started laying 
beautiful white eggs.  

 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

2020 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

There are still a substantial number of members who have not renewed their subscriptions for this year. 
I know we are in a situation where the club, like most other clubs, is in a state of limbo. 

This year our only source of income is subscription.  Due to cancellation there was no income from the 
Plant Sale. 

According to my records 37 subscriptions remain outstanding. 

You can pay your subscription: 

 by posting in the (reopened) E & S shop in the High Street;  
 by posting to me at Redlands, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5DA;  
 or by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank, Malmesbury Garden Club: account no. 02440789 sort code 30 91 99; put 

your name as the reference and let me know at seanoshea5124@gmail.com. 

Thanks 

Sean O'Shea (Treasurer) 

 

 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:seanoshea5124@gmail.com
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Tasks for September/October  

 

 

 Continue to spray roses  

 Take hybrid tea & floribunda rose cuttings  

 Prepare ground for new rose beds  

 Continue to dead head perennial plants  

 Spray Michaelmas Daisies against mildew  

 Prune back flowering shrubs i.e., Weigela, 
Philadelphus, Senecio etc.  

 Sow Sweet Peas in pots and place in 
frame  

 Sow hardy annuals—Nigella, Godetia, 
Candytuft  

 Place prepared Hyacinths in bowls for 
Christmas  

 Sprinkle 2oz per sq yard of bone meal 
around perennials and shrubs  

 Plant Wallflowers, Polyanthus, Bellis and 
Pansies for spring flowering  

 Sow lettuces—Arctic King or Winter 
Density  

 Spray brassica against caterpillar and 
whitefly  

 Plant out spring cabbage plants  

 Store main carrot crops  

 Order fruit trees and bushes  

 Cut out old fruiting raspberry canes  

 Prune blackcurrant bushes  

 Pick apples and pears for storing  

 Spray outdoor peach and nectarine 
against peach leaf curl 

 

 

 

 

 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

I have been gardening now for more than 50 
years. Being self-employed, I worked every hour 
possible: sadly that meant my garden was the 
last to be done. Lots of jobs in the garden never 
got done, especially the pruning of shrubs after 
flowering. So, with lockdown and the fact that I 
have now retired in my 70th year, I have got to 
grips with this problem in my garden. 

Resurrection . . . . 

Having worked in many gardens, both large and 
small, and sometimes being the only gardener, I 
had to deal with all areas of the garden: lawns, 
shrubberies, herbaceous, vegetable area, 
hedges and greenhouses. Only having a small 
garden of my own, I wanted to put as many 
areas as possible that I have dealt with over the 
years in my garden. So my latest project, after 
the pergola area, is the shrubbery, which 
measures 30ft by 12ft. As I said, this was badly 
neglected; all shrubs had grown into one 
another and smothered smaller shrubs which 
did not survive. So a major pruning during the 
winter was done, shrubs that were hard pruned 

included forsythia, spiraea, choisya, viburnum 
opulus and burkwoodii, a shrub rose rubrifolia, 
weigela and euonymus. Some growth was left 
on for early-flowering shrubs. Having done this 
and removed shrubs that did not survive, I was 
left with quite a few places where I could plant 
new shrubs, both at the front and back of the 
shrubbery. Having come across a vast variety of 
shrubs over the years, I could now plant some 
choice ones myself. A tall one for the back: 
Mahonia variety Charity has yellow tassels held 
above prickly evergreen leaves, flowering 

December-March; also Cornus mas, flowering 
February-March with small yellow flowers on 
bare branches and leaves that turn reddish 
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purple in the autumn. One other tall one I chose 
was Garrya elliptica, an evergreen shrub 
flowering with long silky tassels like grey-green 
catkins from December to February. Middle 
border shrubs I chose included, Weigela ‘nana 
variegata’ with pink flowers from June to July. 
Cotinus variety ‘royal purple’ (smoke tree) has 
purple leaves and carries tiny feather-like 
flowers, like a cloud of smoke, in June and July. 
Ceanothus variety ‘Puget blue’, is evergreen 
with deep blue flowers in May/June. 

For the front of the border, for which there 
were a number of places, I planted Syringa 
variety ‘palibin’, a dwarf lilac with pink and 
white plumes in May and June. Spiraea variety 
‘shirobana’ (Joseph’s coat) has flowers of red, 
pink and white from June to October. Potentilla 
variety ‘Elizabeth’ has yellow flowers from June 
to October. Buddleia variety ‘Buzz’ is a dwarf 

variety with three colours, blue, cream and pink 
from June to October, ht 3ft. Cytisus (broom) 
variety ‘all gold’ has cascading yellow flowers in 
April and May. Lastly Lonicera variety ‘Winter 
beauty’, a semi-evergreen with fragrant white 
flowers with yellow anthers, flowering 
December-March. All these shrubs will require 
pruning after flowering, maintaining height and 
width. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Cornus Kousa var. Chinensis (dogwood):  a 
small variety with white bracketed flower heads, 
leaves turning crimson in autumn, flowering 
May-June, ht 4-5ft.  

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Beech Leaf Mining Weevil: young leaves in the 
spring develop many small holes, eaten out by 
the adult weevil. Weevils are small and black, 
jumping away when disturbed. When in larval 
stage they burrow through the leaf, laying their 
eggs in the centre of the leaf. Hedge-cutting will 
remove many of them and new growth after 
late spring will not be affected. Problem is 
generally too big to think of, damage is generally 
slight. 

 

Plants to enjoy in September/October  

Berberis, Amelanchier (leaf), Malus (crab apple), Vburnum, 
Solidago (golden rod), Arbutus (strawberry tree), Nerine, 
Sedum (ice plant), Cornus kousa, Schizostylis. 

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 
Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Gardening can be so frustrating. Weather 
dictates. My first sowings of spring onion, 
beetroot and carrots were not good: poor  
germination, they do not like tap water. Second 
sowings were very good: we had some good 
showers of rain, works wonders. 

Sweet  Corn . . . .  

Many of my clients wanted this vegetable, many 
of their children like the way you eat them with 
your fingers. I know sweet corn is available in 
tins; nothing wrong with that but picking your 
own has to be better. Many people like to use 
them when they have a barbecue, but the best 
thing about them is that you can freeze them 
down for later use. As I have mentioned many 
times, they are best grown in a group rather 
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than a straight line as this helps with pollination. 
One thing I will say is that I have never had a 
pest or fungal problem, no caterpillars or 
aphids, and if you grow them in an open 
position mildew will not be a problem. However, 
I did have a problem one year when they were 
at least 4ft high and beginning to produce cobs. 
In this garden I always grew 30 plants and one 
night I had some visitors who flattened them 
completely, there was not a cob in site. There 
were tell-tale signs I had been visited by 
badgers. This was a first for me. From then on I 
grew them in a fruit cage, placing chicken wire 
4ft high around the cage: I was sure they could 
have eaten through the netting so no more 
problem. For many years I tried a number of 
varieties, some very good, some I did not try 
again. As always, new varieties are becoming 
available, but one I have grown many times is 

the variety  ‘Incredible’ F1, a variety I can highly 
recommend.  A mid to late season variety, 
reliable and heavy cropping, high in sugar, with 
large 8” to 10” cobs. Some varieties I have tried 
in the past include, Swift F1 AGM: a number of 
my clients preferred this one. Conqueror F1 
produced good results with an average of 3 cobs 
per plant. Some new additions in the last few 
years have been sweet corn shoots, an f1 
hybrid, a baby leaf to add to your salads, these 
seeds are grown in complete darkness in a 
warm place, a cupboard for instance; harvest 
when young and tender to give that extra 
crunch and colour to your salads. Also the 
variety Minipop, producing as you might think, 
very short cobs, about 10cm (4”) long; harvest 
when silky tassels begin to show, plant closer 
together, they can be eaten straight off the 
plant or used in stir fry or however you wish. 

  

Seasonal activities . . . . 

As the end of the season approaches, it’s time 
to think of storing certain vegetables for winter 
use. Overall the weather has given us sunshine 
and showers which has meant most vegetables 
have produced good crops. The cabbage white 
butterfly was abundant as usual: I must buy a 
smaller mesh netting so that I don’t have to 
spray. As always when it’s wet slugs are a 
problem; I have tried many things to deter 
them, soot, gravel, coffee, slug pubs, land 
mines! I will find something one day.  

I always store my carrots in September as carrot 
fly is not present; again, a fine mesh should stop 
this. Beetroot is stored in peat, as are carrots. 
Leave a space between them to stop rotting. 
Clean up areas as they become vacant, continue 
spraying for caterpillars and aphids on brassicas 
(cabbage etc). Spray late-sown peas with a 
fungicide, also courgettes and outside tomatoes 
if they are still cropping. You can still sow late 
crops of cut-and-come-again salad; if you sow in 
containers they can be moved if the weather 
turns nasty. Most soft fruit have finished so cut 
out old fruited canes of raspberries and tie in 
new. Spur prune redcurrants as fruit is produced 
on old wood. Cut out one or two of the old 
wood of blackcurrants at the base (the tallest 
ones) to encourage new growth.  

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Gherkin var. Diamont:  also known as wallies, 
small fruits are borne on compact plants. Expect 
a good crop, good disease resistance. Perfect for 
pickling.  

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Sweet Corn Smut:  individual kernels in the cob 
become fat, deformed and a pale grey colour, 
they break open producing black spores. A 
fungus is the cause. Remove affected cobs 
before rupture. Plant on new ground each year, 
no chemical available. Very hot summers can 
cause this problem. I have to say I have never 
had this problem. 

Some vegetables to enjoy in Sept/Oct 

Carrots, onions, runner beans, dwarf French beans, courgettes, 
sweet corn, salad leaves, cauliflower, spinach, cucumbers, curly 
kale, beetroot, leeks, cabbage, early Brussels sprouts (varieties 
crispus f1 and maximus f1), Swiss chard (spinach beet), radish, 
spring onions, late sown peas, celery, climbing French beans, 
fennel (bulbous), tomatoes, potatoes.
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HELP!  Your questions answered . . . . 

We have a new feature in this edition of the Newsletter.  Keith, our resident expert, has 
agreed to answer our gardening questions, so please send your queries and problems to: 
info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk and Keith will try to answer them. 
 

Q  I bought some trailing Begonias as rooted seedlings for a hanging 
basket. I understand they are HHP. When my baskets are finished can I 
save the tubers and how?   Norman 

A  Yes. The frost will kill them at the end of the season so bring them into 
your greenhouse or shed and dry them off, cutting the growth down 
to about 2 inches; don’t worry if growth comes away from the corm 
altogether. Empty basket and separate the corms from the soil, look 
the tubers over – in my experience weevils will have burrowed into 
them. This will show as holes in the corm. If there are no holes they 
should be OK, if there are holes use something pointed and remove 
the little white grubs, if you do not in the spring when you want to plant them again the weevils will have 
eaten most of the corm and you could be left with just a husk. Keep corms in a dry place and re-pot in 
March somewhere warm like a greenhouse or windowsill. When growth is about 3 or 4” high re-plant into 
hanging basket. I do not have a heated greenhouse and without early heat they flower later. Bought from 
a garden centre in May they will be sturdy plants and in flower. Water basket two or three times with a 
weevil insecticide during the growing season to prevent the problem.  

Q  I have been given a chrysanthemum in a large pot which has hundreds of small flowers in a large semi-
sphere shape. When it has finished flowering can I save it or could I even take new cuttings?   Anne 

A  What a sight it can be in late summer! I had a white one for many years. Depending on the size of the pot 
you could, at the end of flowering, cut it all down to about 2 inches and lift or empty out of the pot. 
Remove a little soil and plant again in a bigger pot. I never took cuttings. When the plant was large enough 
I divided it into three pieces – two forks back to back or a sharp spade will do the job. I then had three pots 
or planted some in the garden. These late-flowering chrysanthemums are hardy with a little protection 
from severe weather. You can take cuttings if you prefer but division would be quicker.  

Q  My lily bulbs haven’t done very well this year due to the lily beetle. What can I do to get a better outcome 
next year? Do I just keep watering them or let them dry up?  Gail 

A  Something I have had a problem with in the past, little red beetles are found on leaf, stem and flower; if 
not noticed they will eat all three. When flowering has finished, dry off the bulbs completely, cutting down 
and leaving them in the pot until March. In March remove bulbs and soil from pot; bulbs are not affected 
by lily beetle. Re-pot bulbs in new compost. Lily beetles become a problem when growth is well advanced: 
spray with a systemic insecticide before flower shows. A systemic insecticide is taken in by the leaf so it is 
present when the lily beetles arrive; you can apply a second spray if needed. 

Q  My acanthus and courgettes have succumbed to mildew despite copious watering. What is the best organic 
treatment I can use to help the plants?  Gail 

A  Organic gardening can be difficult. I once worked for a lady who wanted the garden to be organic, no weed 
killers for gravel drive, no pesticides or fungicides for flowers or vegetables. I struggled for a number of 
years until I came to the conclusion to meet organic gardening 50:50. Sometimes you have to resort to a 
fungicide for instance. I find the type of weather dictates how bad the mildew will be on acanthus, keeping 
a lookout for mildew and removing it when found helps to stop it spreading. I have looked after acanthus 
in a garden for many years; most years it has the problem although most years it starts after flowering. 
Placing acanthus in the open, away from overhanging trees, and removing some of the dense growth it can 
produce, allowing air circulation, should help. The same treatment applies for courgettes, removing leaves 
that show signs of mildew and growing on open ground. Mildew is worse with humid and damp growing 
weather.  

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk
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SOME GARDEN CLUB REFLECTIONS . . . . 

Estella’s Garden . . . . 

In my youth I imagined and aspired to a large 
garden but fate had other plans; what I got was 
a small patch of grass struggling under a huge 
old sycamore tree.  

That was 40 years ago when we moved here to 
White Lion Park.  We loved the old tree but we 
were, after its demise, afforded more light and 
scope. If there was ever a plan I don’t recall it, 
things just rolled on and changed or were added 
to as our circumstances changed and money 
allowed.  

Over the past few years I have been trying, but 
don’t seem to actually be succeeding, to cut 
down on the number of pots. Now with our 
caravan we can have more holidays and it’s a lot 
for someone to water in our absence. Over the 
‘lock-down’ months I’ve grown tomatoes in 
pots, green beans in bags and carrots in the big 
pot that houses the magnolia tree. It’s been nice 
to do so.  

My husband’s desire, especially since he retired, 
is to have a lawn like a putting green. He is 
defeated in this by us always having a dog, and 
by my nibbling at it, the lawn is much smaller 

now having been encroached upon by patios, 
patches of garden and all sorts of bits and pieces 
collected over the years. The stone bird table 
and washing up size pond were 50th birthday 
presents, and I get pleasure from remembering 
(when I forget so much else) who gave me what 
and from whence it came. It’s comfortable, like 
being amongst friends.  

The garden’s not over tidy, I don’t like 
restraining things too much, plants are given 
their head with the exception of the box balls 
and hedges, the clipping of which we find quite 
therapeutic. Our topiary began some years ago 
when Ted brought home a root of a hedge that 
was being pulled where he worked. Several 
‘shapes’ have been grown in that bit of hedge 
including a ‘pheasant’ which sadly died. Just 
now I have formed a tolerable box ‘Westie’ and 
have formed eight ‘legs’ which hopefully will 
grow into two ‘sheep’. Tim, the plant man, said 
gently as I was paying him – “They take a while 
to grow; you might have to settle for lambs!” 
We’ll see.   

Estella King 
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Sunny days . . . . 

The twins and the tree lily are six years old. The girls stop to see 
how tall the lily has grown – they showed no interest when it was 
small but think it fun now it is taller than me. 

Derek 
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Baskets Galore . . . . 

 

INGRAM STREET is bang in the middle of 
Malmesbury, a very narrow street with a 

narrow pavement on only one side. Doreen and 
Terry’s house is right on the road, no front 
garden, no pavement, just two yellow lines, but 
the whole of the front of their house is a blaze 
of vibrant colour. Terry has attached four very 
large hanging baskets to the wall whilst all the 
space below is taken up with wall-mounted 
planters and troughs invisible under cascading 

flowers.  As Ingram Street is so narrow and the 
houses quite tall, their house does not get a lot 
of direct sunshine, which Terry says is an 
advantage as the houses opposite are caught in 
a ‘sun-trap’.  With such a wonderful display one 
wonders what their back garden must look like.  
Well, they have no rear access to their back 
garden, everything has to go through their 
house and out from the kitchen. 

They do have a lovely back garden which we will 
feature in full in our next Newsletter, in the 
meantime just look at this old photo of Doreen 

and Terry moving a load of topsoil through their 
home to the back. 

Derek 
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Norman’s Kingdom . . . . 

The bungalow in 
Parklands stands out 
from its neighbours. 
The tiny front 
garden is a riot of 
colour. What is left 

of the garden, after a 
large part has been 

taken for a hard standing 
for a vehicle, is covered with pots and 
containers all full of bright flowers. The large 
mobility scooter on the drive tells you that the 
owner is a gardener who has had to overcome 
difficulties.  Norman’s difficulties started when a 
broken foot was badly set when he was only 
eight years old. 

 

 

Born in Brinkworth in 1932, at 14 his first job 
was gardening for the eccentric Bishop of 
Malmesbury who insisted young Norman strung 
the peas up exactly and then he had to trim the 
tops so the peas were all the same height!   

 

To improve the soil in his little kingdom Norman 
has bought 5 or 6 one tonne bags of quality top 
soil – and recently a giant one tonne bag of 
wood bark chipping was swung onto his drive by 
the hoist on the delivery lorry. To make more 

space to grow more flowers in his front garden 
Norman has had wooden troughs made which 
are attached to the top edge of the wooden 
fence in which he has a lot of low growing plants 
which grow level with the top of the fence.   

 

The tiny vegetable garden at the back is packed 
with vegetables growing in neat raised beds. 
Not only is there still room for a greenhouse full 
of tomatoes and a rampant cucumber plant but 
there is a tidy lawn and a pleasant seating area. 

 

Hanging beside the front door is a plaque 
Norman was given by ‘Malmesbury in Bloom’ 
for best small garden and he has won several 
awards in that competition. 

Norman enjoys company and is a member of 
several clubs; he is disappointed, as we all are, 
at being ‘locked down’ – he has had to cancel 
the garden party he holds in this tiny garden 
each year. Somehow over 30 guests would find 
somewhere to sit on an assortment of borrowed 
chairs and Norman’s carers would provide teas 
for everyone. It’s not a ‘Royal garden party’ but 
it’s held in Norman’s own little kingdom. 

  

Derek 
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RECIPES . . . . 

Cold curried Chicken  

I got this delicious recipe from a WI meeting many years ago.   

Ingredients 

1 tablespoon oil 
2 ozs chopped onion 
1 dessert spoon curry powder 
Heaped teaspoon tomato purée 
1 wine glass red wine 
1 wine glass water 
Juice of 1 lemon 

Seasoning 
2 tbsps apricot jam 
3 tbsps cream 
1/2 pint mayonnaise 
 

 
Method 
1. Heat the oil in a large frying pan. Add onion and cook gently for 5 minutes.  

2. Add curry powder and cook for 2 minutes. 

3. Add tomato purée, wine, water and bring to the boil. 

4. Add seasoning (salt & pepper to taste) and lemon.  

5. Simmer all in the pan without lid for 10 minutes. Cool and add mayonnaise, apricot jam and cream. 

Fold in cooked chicken slices. 

 
This is easy to make and so tasty. Hope you enjoy it. 
 

Gail 

______________________________________ 
 

Blackberry Flapjacks 

Ingredients 

4oz margarine or butter 
4oz honey or golden syrup 
2oz sugar 
4oz flour  

8oz porridge oats 
8oz blackberries 
1 tbsp coconut 

 
Method 
1. Prepare a 8 x 8 in square tin lined with parchment paper. 

2. Set oven to  180 deg C , 160 deg C  Fan, 350 Deg F, Gas mark 4. 

3. Melt butter, honey, sugar and flour together 

4. Add oats and coconut mix well. 

5. Put half the mixture in the tin, level off. Put the blackberries on top then the remaining flapjack 

mixture level off and press down lightly. 

6. Bake in the centre of the oven 20 – 25 mins. 

7. Cool then slice. Can be eaten hot or cold. 

Ellie 
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Young gardeners . . . . 

Who says gardening is only for old people? Here is Emily’s award-
winning tray garden, a perfect little garden in miniature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

Well, I think you will agree, this is a bumper edition of the Newsletter.  Thank you so much to everyone 
who has contributed articles, photos, recipes and memories.  As editor, I have the privilege of reading 
them all before you get to see them, and I have really enjoyed looking at pictures of members’ beautiful 
gardens and reading their fascinating stories. 

This month we have started our ‘Question & Answer’ section and we are extremely grateful to Keith 
for providing such full and detailed replies.  With 50 years of gardening experience, is there anything that 
he doesn’t know?  Please do send your gardening questions to info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk. 

And please continue to send us your gardening stories and photographs.  While many of us are still not 
able or confident to travel far from our homes, we can at least enjoy a bit of armchair garden visiting. 

Alison 
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